
Thanksgiving - the expression of gratitude, especially to God. As I look back over the past two years since opening, 
I am in awe and deeply grateful for all that God has done in the lives of so many people, including my own. It is such 
a blessing to journey with the ladies, to minister together with our staff and regular volunteer team. Thank you for the 
role you play in their journey as well, whether through prayer, financial support or volunteering, we appreciate 
you! This ministry would not be possible without the support of so many like yourself.

God calls us to a surrendered life. Brianna, one of our first graduates, knows all about 
surrender - the only way to truly live in freedom. She was recently down to visit her niece, 
Emily, who is in the program. It’s been almost a year since Brianna graduated, we chatted 
about her first day entering the program and what life is like now. “It hasn’t been easy but 
it is more than worth it. It’s not easy to see the ugly of your own self but the reward is to 
give it to Jesus and be set free,” said Brianna.

Here’s her story:

“I was owned by addiction for 23 years. My life was self-consuming, I lived in hopelessness, despair, loneliness, and 
self-destruction. I was separated from my boys and family, with no hope of having a meaningful life. I was not 
living -  I was merely existing, and then I heard about New Life. I can’t even tell you how I ended up there, other than 
God. But I know the day I walked through the doors I was at the end of it all and I had this sense of relief. I was 
hopeful, ready and submissive but filled with fear.

On December 15th, a few days after entering the program, in complete surrender, I gave my life to the Lord. One of 
the hardest things was facing myself, my sin and the destruction I had caused my Lord, children, family, myself and 
others. Tears of repentance flowed for the first three months as I faced my past. 

I learned how to do relationships, how to voice things properly and be accountable 
when I did something wrong, asking for forgiveness and not just fluffing it off. 
Trusting the process, knowing that God is faithful and that one day I would be 
reconciled to my boys and family. Though it was hard, I learned to wait patiently on 
the Lord.

Some of my greatest blessings in working through the program is my relationship 
with the Lord, knowing who I am in Christ and not hiding behind who I thought I 
was. I have also been reconciled to my boys and family and walk in the freedom of 
who God calls me to be as a mom, daughter and friend.

In all honesty, life is hard, it’s a journey but it’s worth it and God is faithful. He’s piecing my life back together with my 
family and who He designed me to be. Daily, I intentionally seek the Lord’s wisdom on how to walk out my life. I’m 
learning how to truly live for the first time. I’ve never lived from the person who I am today - my redeemed life.”
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“He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and He set my 
feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm.” - Psalm 40:2

Emily and her Aunt Brianna

Brianna and her boys

<<
Se

ria
l>

>



Doing Life Together
Making New Memories

Wow! What a year of blessings and growth it has been.

In faith, we have been praying for a specific parcel of land for a number of 
years. This land would allow us to grow our campus and impact. 

And God provided.

This May, that land came up for sale. God was gracious, and on May 27th, New 
Life officially closed on the beautiful 69-acre parcel - just two minutes from our 
current campus. Praise be to God! This will allow us to plan for a men’s 
campus. We are currently in the process of finalizing site and builidng plans. 

One of the greatest joys we have is coming alongside individuals that are 
developing a faith and trust in our Lord Jesus Christ. For some it is a renewal 
of their faith, for others a first-time personal commitment. On August 2nd, we 
were honoured to baptize Amber, Emily and Jessica into the family of God - He 
is faithful.

We invite you to consider becoming a Monthly Partner to help those in the 
deepest of despair. Your support can help change generations.

Again, thank you for your encouragement, prayers and support, they are vital to 
the Kingdom impact here at New Life.

Blessings to you and your family this Thanksgiving season.

Martin Vanderlaan
Executive Director
C: 613-447-3341
E: Martin@NewLifeCanada.org
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